
Christmas Reports 

Congratulations to Clare Reidy who was named 

Scifest Champion 2021 for her project "Cosmic 

Radiation Protection Stimulation" in the Scifest 

National Final on November 27th. Clare received 

a Dublin Crystal trophy, €500 and will represent 

Ireland at the Regeneron International Science 

and Engineering Fair 2022 in Atlanta, Georgia in 

May.  

 

 

 

 

Well done to Hannah Duffy on reaching the Scifest National Final with her project "The last Straw- The 
Impact of Microplastics on our Inland Lakes."  

Congratulations to Ms Greaney who won the Teacher Excellence Award. 

National Success at Scifest for Our Lady’s Bower 

Dates for your diary 

‘Each for all and all for God’ 

O u r  L a d y ’ s  B o w e r  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l  

Volume 3, Christmas 2021 

Return to school— Thursday January 6th 
2022 
 
CAT4 incoming 1st years Saturday 15th 
January 2022  
 
Mock Exams begin Wednesday February 
9th 2022 
 
 

Christmas Reports will be issued on VSware today Wednesday 

December 22nd 2021. Log onto https://ourladysbower.vsware.ie, 

and use your unique username and password to access same.  

There are further instructions on how to access VSware on the 

school website www.ourladysbower.com. Select the ‘welcome’ tab 

and choose ‘parents area’. Please contact the office 090 64 74777 

should you have any difficulties.  



CANSAT Competition 2021/22 

Our Lady’s Bower have entered a competition to design, build and test a mini-satellite or CanSat. The 

competition gives students a feeling of excitement and technological achievement by launching their 

own satellite and gives them their first practical experience of a real space project. 

Our Mission 

1. Fit all the major subsystems found in a satellite such as power, sensors and communications in a 

CanSat 

2. Provide a parachute to ensure the can has a gentle landing 

3. Carry out scientific experiments and transmit the data to an earth based computer. 

 

Recently our students had a very successful day in TUS when they got their primary mission up and 

running, we are now in the process of putting together the secondary mission and our Outreach pro-

gram. We would like to thank Kevin McDermott and his team for facilitating the team. 

 

 

 

CANSAT TEAM 2021/22 

Ritcha Jagadesh Lee  

Martha McSharry  

Ruth Brien 

Tara Rodrigues  

Jessica Gica  



Our Lady’s Bower Equestrian Team 

The following students are part of Our Lady’s Bower Equestrian Team and 
earlier this term represented the school in competitions. From left to right, 
Daisy Jane Rogers, Sinéad Greene, Saoirse Gosling and Annalisa Cleary.  

Geography in My Place Photo Competition Winners 

Congratulations to the following students on their fantastic shots; 1. Sive O’Brien (1Y), 2. Saoirse 
Gosling (2U), 3. Aoife Purtill (3Y) 

 

1 
2 

3 



Junk Kouture Grand Final 2021 

All eyes were on RTÉ2 on Thursday, December 9th to cheer on OLB’s two Junk Kouture 

Grand Finalists 2021. Months of planning, gathering, and designing were showcased in 

the televised event. 

Londiwe Ndlovu and Ligia Afedoaei claimed the Best Performance Award. Their dress was 

formed into several shapes and used a number of interesting design techniques honouring 

the world's famous fashion icons from the past to the present. It was inspired by Henri 

Matisse’ collage “The Snail” and Iris Van Herpen 2020 summer collection and her use of 

optical illusion. The girls’ piece consisted of plastic packaging materials which created a 

glamourous sleek design, giving a symmetrical vibe. 

Shauna Jameson and Sarah Skelly from team V.I.Pea won the Finishing Touches Award. 

In 2020, the world of consumerism changed. Many people started to become self-

sufficient due to the fear of going to shops and mixing with others. Many people tried 

their hand at living “The Good Life” by growing their own food instead of buying. The girls 

decided to show this in their dress design by using natural materials in the form of peas 

pods and onion bags. The pea pods were used to create the bodice and headpiece with 

the red onion bags crocheted to create the skirt. There was wonderfully intricate detail 

throughout and their eye for detail certainly caught the judges’ attention. 

Congratulations to both teams on their success and thank you to Art teacher, Mrs Oonagh 

Kelly for her constant guidance and support. This is a wonderful competition that allows 

our girls’ skills and talents to be developed and celebrated.  

 



Book Club News 

We would like to wish our students, staff and their families a happy, holy and safe Christmas. We look forward to 

working with you all again in 2022. Ms Beades and Ms Windle.  

A Christmas Message 

To celebrate the return of Book Club, we decided to run a Design a Book Club Logo and a book 
review competition. The winner of the logo competition was Nina Stehelova 2Y. We also selected 
two others winners Esmae Halpin 1U and Shantaya McDonnel 2U. The winning logos have been 
laminated and are displayed in the library.The Book Review winners were Cindy Zhang 2Y who 
reviewed the book ‘Lies we tell Ourselves’ by Robin Tally, Naoise McCormack 2U ‘Murder most 
Unladylike’ by Robin Stevens and Molly Dooley 2U ‘Throne of Glass’ by Sarah Maas. 
Well done to our winners and all who participated. They each received a book token which we 
hope they will use to select their next exciting read. 
 
Junior Book Club News 
On October 4th Ms. Treacy & Ms. Gough were delighted to welcome 24 lively and enthusiastic 
book lovers to our first Junior book Club meeting of the year. It was difficult to select a book as 
many of the books suggested had already been read by these avid readers. Since then we have 
met twice a month and have read the folllowing books; 
1. ‘Girl Stolen’ by April Henry which tells the story of a sixteen-year-old girl sleeping in the back 
of a car while her mother is in the chemist and the car is stolen. 
2. ‘1000 year Old Boy’ by Ross Welford. Alfie Monk is like any other nearly teenage boy – except 
he’s 1,000 years old Alfie embarks on a mission to find friendship, acceptance, and a different 
way to live…which means finding a way to make sure he will eventually die. 
3. ‘The Distance between me and the Cherry Tree’ by Paola Peretti is about a young girl losing 
her sight, inspired by the authors own life story. Mafalda is a nine-year-old girl who knows one 
thing: sometime in the next six months her sight will fail completely. 
4. ‘Firekeeper’s Daughter’ by Angeline Boulley. Daunis dreams of studying medicine, but when 
her family is struck by tragedy, she puts her future on hold to care for her fragile mother. 
 
Senior Book Club News 
Our Senior Book Club resumed in October 2021. Ms. Loftus and Ms. O’Dowd are delighted with 
the current interest in the Senior Book Club. Our book choices so far are; 
1. An Absolutely Remarkable Thing - Hank Green’s science fiction novel. His debut novel certain-
ly generated lots of lively discussion when the club met in November. This contemporary and 
relevant novel explores our relationship with fame, the impact of social media and how we navi-
gate these, all against the backdrop of an alien invasion. 
2. The Midnight Library by Matt Haig’s. A dazzling novel about all the choices that go into a life 
well lived. 
 
New members are always welcome. Why not make it a New Year resolution to join and read 
more? 


